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Cephalotaxus drupacea

Japanese Plum-Yew

1: R = H, (-)-cephalotaxine
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a n=1: harringtonine
b n=2: homoharringtonine




Biological Activity

Homoharingtonine is effective against chronic Myelogenous Leukaemia
Currently in Phase III clinical trials
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Cephalotaxine can racemize
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1: R =H, ()-Cephalotaxine




Scheme 2. Enantioselective Preparation of Allylic Acetate
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Scheme 3. Halogenation of Phenylethylamines
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Scheme 4. Synthesis of (—)-C.‘ephalotaxine Precursor 6
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