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NOBCChE Midwest is excited to announce its annual meeting will be held on the campus of 
Michigan State University in East Lansing, MI, October 30 – November 1, 2009.  NOBCChE 
(National Organization for the Professional Advancement of Black Chemists and Chemical 
Engineers) is a 501c3 organization established to develop and carry out programs to assist 
minorities in realizing and obtaining their full potential in the STEM fields especially in chemical 
engineering and chemistry-related areas.  This year’s theme is “Go Green: Technologies”.   
 
Conference highlights include:  Poster symposium, Professional development workshops, 
Technical presentations, and Career/Graduate School Recruitment Fair.   Our Regional Chair, Dr. 
Judson Haynes (P&G) will be in attendance to discuss the vision and path of the region.   
 
Our keynote speaker, Dr. Lealon L. Martin will discuss “Clean Energy, Clean Water, Clean 
Medicine: Technological Challenges and Opportunities in a 21st Century Green Economy”.  You 
don’t want to miss it when the “Power is Unleashed”.  Speaker biographies and MSU visitation 
day information are located at www.chemistry.msu.edu/nobcche.  
 
Why should your institution participate?  You will be afforded the opportunity to interact with 
both students and professionals from the Midwest Region.  Students from University of 
Minnesota, Iowa State, Purdue University, University of Illinois at Urbana, Kennedy King 
(Chicago), University of Michigan and others will be in attendance.  Professionals from Dow 
Chemical, Procter & Gamble, BASF are just a few that will be in attendance.  We encourage you 
to come out and get involved.   
 
How do you participate?  You can participate by sponsoring an exhibit booth, luncheon, poster 
session, travel or teaching award, but mostly through your attendance.   Your participation is 
extremely important.  With this in mind, please return the enclosed sponsorship form by 
October 20, 2009.  If you need additional information or have questions, please feel to contact 
me by phone at (517) 353-8491or by email at midwestnobcche09@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks in advance for helping us make a difference!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Fletcher F. Daniels 

Fletcher F. Daniels 
BA Chemistry 
Michigan State University 2009    
NOBCChE Midwest Regional Conference Committee Chair 
midwestnobcche09@gmail.com  
(517) 353-8491 
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Friday October 30, 2009 
 
We are excited about planning a "MSU Visitation Laboratory Day" Friday October 30, 2009 (3:00-
5:00pm) when potential graduate students visit specific departments and laboratories. This event will 
give undergraduates a chance to meet one-on-one with professors and graduate students. 
 

Saturday October 31, 2009 
 
During this year’s regional conference we are organizing a poster session (9:00-11:30 am) that will 
consist of 36 undergraduate and graduate student presenters from various colleges and universities.   
Next will be the luncheon (12:00-1:00pm), with Dr. Lealon L. Martin (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) as 
the keynote speaker.  After the luncheon, we will have two sets of simultaneous (set 1 1:30-230 pm,   
set 2 3:00-4:00pm) professional development workshops for undergraduates, graduate students and 
professionals.  In fact, Dr. Jake Yeston, editor of Science Magazine will share technical writing tips. 
 

Undergraduates Graduate Students Professionals 

1. How to Begin  
Undergraduate Research 

2. Fastest Growing Jobs in  
the  Midwest 

1. Balancing Life and a 
Research Career 

2. Financing Graduate School 
 

1. How To Stay Mobile in a 
Changing Economy 

2. Tips on Technical Writing 
 

 
Later that day, we will have a Recruitment Fair (4:00-6:30 pm) and Regional Mixer (6:30-8:30 pm) as 
well.  This is a wonderful opportunity to meet our panelists and recruiters and take your career to the 
next level. That following Sunday morning November 1st, we will set rooms aside for onsite interviews  
(8:00-10:00 am).   
 

Sunday November 1, 2009 
We are also planning a series of technical plenary sessions (10:00 – 11:30 am) including Green 
Chemistry:    Mo Hunsen, Ph.D. (Kenyon College); Green Energy: Foster Agblevor, Ph.D. (Virginia Tech); 
Green Engineering: Thomas Marrero, Ph.D. (University of Missouri).  Following the workshops, there will 
be a facilitated discussion on “Green Technologies: The Obstacles and The Solutions” and Awards 
Luncheon. 

East Lansing Marriott at 
University Place  

Kellogg Hotel &  
Conference Center 

Howard Johnson  
East Lansing 

300 M.A.C. Avenue  
East Lansing, Michigan 48823  
Phone:  (517) 337-4440  
Group rate: $119/night + tax 
*Recommended (until 10.12.09) 

Michigan State University 
55 South Harrison Avenue 
East Lansing, MI 48824-1022 
Phone: (517) 432-4000 

 

1100 Trowbridge Rd 
@ I-127 Trowbridge Road Exit 
East Lansing, MI 48823  
Phone: (517) 351-5500 

 

Event at a Glance 
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Keynote Speaker: Lealon Martin, Ph.D.

 
Dr. Lealon L. Martin is an Assistant Professor in the Howard P. Iserman Department of 

Chemical and Biological Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy, NY.  He also 
holds an affiliate faculty appointment in the Department of Decision Science and Engineering 
Systems at the same institution.  Dr. Martin is the principal investigator of the Martin Research 
Group which develops and applies mathematical modeling techniques toward the optimal 
design of renewable energy systems, biological processes, and advanced nanocomposite 
materials with enhanced functionality. His research lies at the interface of advancing 
fundamental systems engineering, innovating novel nature-inspired technologies, and 
identifying alternative and renewable solutions to critical issues of human need - energy, clean 
water, and social harmony. Born in South Carolina, Dr. Martin received his B.S. degree in 
Chemical Engineering from Tuskegee University, graduating magna cum laude and at the top of 
his Chemical engineering class.  He received his Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering from UCLA 
with a dissertation entitled ñGlobal Optimization of Chemical Processes for Cost Effective 
Resource Recovery and Power Generationò.  Upon the completion of his degree, Dr. Martin 
worked as a post-doctoral research associate in the Pitzer Center for Theoretical Chemistry with 
Dr. Arup Chakraborty in the Department of Chemical Engineering at UC-Berkeley.    He then 
joined the faculty at RPI as an Assistant Professor. His honors and awards include the 2007 
Lambda Upsilon Lambda Outstanding Faculty Award.    

Dr. Martin also served as Faculty Advisor of the NSBE Chapter at Rensselaer until 2008 
and is the current Chair (2009) of the Minority Affairs Committee of the American Institute of 
Chemical Engineers. 

 

Green Chemistry: Mo Hunsen, Ph.D.

 
Dr. Hunsen received his B.S., M.S. degrees (1994) from Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia and 
his Ph.D. degree (2001) from Michigan State University. In 2001, he joined the Chemistry 
Department of Kenyon College, as an Assistant Professor and was promoted to Associate 
Professor with tenure in 2006. He was a Visiting Scientist at Polytechnic Institute of New York 
University (2005) and was a Visiting Scientist at CASE Comprehensive Cancer Center, Case 
Western Reserve University (2006 - 2008). He was a DAAD Fellow (1990-1993) and has won 
the Robert J. Tomsich Science Award (2005) and the Henry Dreyfus Award (2007).  His 
research interests are chemical and enzymatic catalysis in carbohydrate and polymer chemistry 
and in cancer prevention and therapeutics.

 

Conference Speakers 
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Green Energy: Foster Agblevor, Ph.D.

 
Dr. Foster Agblevor, is an Associate Professor at Virginia Tech where he teaches Bioprocess 

Engineering fundamentals. Dr. Agblevor received his B.S. in Chemical Engineering from Kwame 

Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Ghana (1979).  He obtained his MS and PhD 

in Chemical Engineering University of Toronto, Canada (1984 and 1988 respectively).  He 

received the Dean's Award for Excellence in Research, from the Virginia Tech College of 

Engineering (2008) and Deanôs Award for Excellence in Basic Research, from College of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences (2008). He has over 10 patents in biomass conversion related 

research. His research interests are thermochemical and biochemical conversion of biomass to 

fuels and chemicals.

Green Engineering: Thomas Marrero, Ph.D.

 
Dr. Thomas R. Marrero is a professor in the Chemical Engineering Department at the University 

of Missouri.  He teaches various courses in the undergraduate and graduate program of 

chemical engineering.  He researches alternative energy including acetylene fuel the "sleeping 

giant".  A fellow of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers, Marrero worked for the nuclear 

division of Martin-Marietta Corp., W.R. Grace Co., Babcock & Wilcox Co. and the nuclear 

division of the General Electric Co. before joining the Missouri faculty. His research has been 

funded by the National Science Foundation and NASA. He is a registered professional engineer 

in Missouri.  His research interests include sustainability in chemical manufacture, acetylene for 

fuel and mass transport in environment. 

 

Tips on Technical Writing: Jake S. Yeston, Ph.D.

 
Dr. Jake S. Yeston obtained his Bachelors in chemistry from Harvard University in 1996 and his 

PhD in chemistry from the University of California-Berkeley in 2001.  After postdoctoral research 

at the Max Planck Institute for Quantum Optics (Garching, Germany) and the National Institute 

of Standards and Technology (Gaithersburg, MD), he joined the staff at Science in 2004, where 

he is now a Senior Editor, handling peer review for original research manuscripts submitted in 

chemistry and overlapping segments of biochemistry and applied physics.  He also edits the 

physical sciences portion of Science's Editors' Choice section, which comprises weekly 

highlights of research published in more discipline-specific journals, and helps to coordinate 

chemistry-related review features  (which in the past several years have highlighted theoretical 

chemistry, attosecond spectroscopy, and water purification).

Conference Speakers 
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Special OPPORTUNITIES (Assigned on a First Come-First Serve Basis) 
A- FEATURED OPENING  and CLOSING SESSIONS (2 available): $350 
Welcoming & Closing Remarks, Your Logo on event signage, Literature Distribution Opportunities 

B- WELCOMING COCKTAIL: $300 
Welcoming Remarks, Your Logo on event signage 

C- Official EXPO BAG: $350 
Your logo on the official bag given to all participants by registration, Your Logo on event signage 

D- CONFERENCE at a GLANCE: $300 Courtesy of “Your Company…Visit Booth…” printed on the 

Program at a Glance separate chart. 

E- KEYNOTE SPEAKER: $250 
Welcoming remarks, Your logo on event signage, Literature Distribution Opportunities 

F- TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS: $250 
Acknowledgements and Your logo on event signage  

H- TEACHING EXCELLENCE AWARD: $250 
Acknowledgements and Your logo on event signage  

G- STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS: $250 
Acknowledgements and Your logo on event signage  

H- Full Page Ad: $350 
Printed in the Conference Program Book 

____My company/organization is unable to offer any support this year but would like to keep our name 

on the mailing list 

Sponsorship Packages 
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Registration Form 

Contact Information 
 
Name:  

Title: 

Affiliation: 

Street Address/PO Box: 

City, State/Province, Zip: 

E-mail address: 

Phone: 

 

Company Information 

Company Name:  

Street Address/PO Box: 

City, State/Province, Zip: 

Website address: www. 

Phone: 

Opportunities:  Internship, Full-time, Post-Doc, Co-ops 

 

 

Payment 

Exhibitor Registration:    Supporter ($2000) --  Patron ($1000)  --  Donor ($500)    

Exclusive Sponsorship: 

Ad in Expo Guide: 

Award Sponsorship: 

Donation: 

                                                                                                          Total: 

WHAT DO YOU PLAN TO ATTEND? 

 Saturday Luncheon 

 Begin Undergraduate Research 

 Balancing Life & Research Career 

 How To Stay Mobile in a  
Changing Economy 

 Fastest Growing Jobs in Midwest 

 Financing Graduate School 

 Tips on Technical Writing 

 Regional Mixer 

 Technical Plenary Sessions 

 Roundtable Discussion 

 Sunday Awards Luncheon 
 

October 30 - Nov 1, 2009 
GO GREEN Technologies 

Midwest Regional Conference 

Hosted by Michigan State University 

By FAX to (517) 353-4411 or 

to  midwestnobcche09@gmail.com 
All requests will be assigned on a 

first-come, first served basis. 

Make your check payable to 

MSU NOBCChE Chapter 
and mail it to 

485 Chemistry Building  

Michigan State University 

East Lansing, MI 48825 

Please mail by October 20, 2009 
 


