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The physical constants of alkanes follow predictable trends: 
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Newman projections depict the conformations of ethane. 

The Newman projection is an alternative to using the dashed/
wedged notation: 
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Figure	
  2-­‐11.	
  Poten6al	
  energy	
  diagram	
  of	
  rota6on	
  around	
  C-­‐C	
  bond	
  in	
  propane.	
  



Figure	
  2-­‐12.	
  Conforma6ons	
  of	
  butane.	
  



Figure	
  2-­‐13.	
  Poten6al	
  energy	
  diagram	
  of	
  rota6on	
  around	
  C2-­‐C3	
  bond	
  in	
  butane.	
  


